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SENATE RESOLUTION 121  

By  Norris 

 

 
A RESOLUTION recognizing the Tennessee Parks and 

Greenways Foundation on the celebration of its 
fifteenth anniversary. 

 
 WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee contains within its borders countless natural 

wonders, and its unique geographical location and broad ecological spectrum surely make it 

one of the most beautiful places in the world; and 

 WHEREAS, from the Appalachians on our eastern border, through the Cumberland 

Plateau and Highland Rim, to the Mississippi River along our western edge, Tennessee is a 

wonderland of nature.  We are the most biologically-diverse inland state in North America, and 

our waterfalls, rivers, natural arches, cliffs, and canyons are famed and beloved worldwide; and 

 WHEREAS, this natural beauty needs its caretakers, those who will strive to preserve 

the natural beauty of Tennessee so that generations to come will be able to enjoy it in the 

future; and 

 WHEREAS, the intrepid and dedicated individuals who make up the Tennessee Parks 

and Greenways Foundation are just such caretakers who commit their time and energies to 

protecting and preserving natural treasures. The Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation 

celebrated its fifteenth anniversary in 2013; and 

 WHEREAS, founded when the Tennessee State Parks Foundation merged with The 

Tennessee Greenways Program of The Conservation Fund in 1998, the Tennessee Parks and 

Greenways Foundation has, for more than fifteen years, held true to its central vision of creating 

conserved corridors in a network of parks, greenways, and wildlife areas stretching from the 

Mississippi to the Great Smoky Mountains; and 
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 WHEREAS, throughout the world, nature conservancy is an issue of paramount 

importance, but its importance to the State of Tennessee cannot be overestimated, as our home 

is incredibly diverse in both flora and fauna and in natural wonders; and 

 WHEREAS, the Tennessee and Cumberland River Watersheds are the world’s most 

diverse temperate freshwater ecosystems, and seven of the top eight most ecologically diverse 

rivers in North America flow through Tennessee, including the Duck River, which is home to 

more species of fish per mile than can be found in any other river on the entire continent; and 

 WHEREAS, Tennessee is also home to more than 9,000 caves, more than any other 

state in the U.S.; and 

 WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee has more species of trees growing in our soil than 

can be found in all of Europe and nurtures more than 2,300 native plant species, 89 native 

mammal species, 300 bird species, 70 amphibian species, 61 reptile species, 325 fish species, 

and 77 species of crayfish, a greater diversity than can be found anywhere else in the U.S.; and 

 WHEREAS, in their efforts to protect Tennessee’s natural beauty and diversity, the 

individuals of the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation have established a number of 

greenways.  These greenways protect migration corridors, protect the water quality of our 

streams, provide close-to-home recreation, protect our State’s scenery, and provide us all with a 

nicer, more beautiful place in which to live; and 

 WHEREAS, the successful approach adopted by the Tennessee Parks and Greenways 

Foundation has relied on eight strategies: to conserve, to connect, to provide funding, to 

partner, to purchase and protect, to educate, to advocate, and to act with urgency; and 

 WHEREAS, the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation has conserved more than 

a dozen world-class natural treasures, including Virgin Falls, Cummins Falls, Black Mountain, 

Devilstep Hollow Cave, and the Mississippi River’s Randolph Bluff; and 

 WHEREAS, through its Corridor Connections program, the Foundation has preserved 

corridors throughout the State, including 650,000 acres along the Mississippi, 55,000 acres on 
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the Cumberland Plateau, and a number of destinations important to the Cumberland Trail State 

Park, the Appalachians, and the Duck River, among numerous others; and 

 WHEREAS, the Foundation also awards privately-funded small matching grants which 

foster connections; and more than 190 projects, which funded trail or greenway projects, have 

been completed in the past fifteen years; and 

 WHEREAS, through its Partners for Pathways program, the Foundation encourages the 

donation of supplies for trail and park enhancements, and in cooperation with the Tennessee 

Concrete Association, it uses pervious concrete materials in park projects; and 

 WHEREAS, in order to create Corridor Connections, the Foundation holds fundraisers to 

facilitate the purchase of strategically important tracts of land and accept conservation 

easements from private landowners.  Education is an important aspect of the Foundation’s aim, 

and over the past fifteen years, it has provided training to attorneys and landowners on 

conservation easements and organized “Tennesseans for State Parks” and a number of other 

educational programs, including “Creating Greenways and Trails: A Citizen Action Guide,” which 

trained 450 ambassadors and provided kits for conducting community meetings; and 

 WHEREAS, as a stalwart advocate for nature conservancy, the Tennessee Parks and 

Greenways Foundation has worked tirelessly to shine a light on the importance of conservancy.  

In 2009, the Foundation organized a collaboration of fifty-seven organizations in the creation of 

Forever Green Tennessee, an effort which restored dedicated state funding for land 

conservation through a tax levied on real estate transfers, and secured funding, at more than 

$16 million each year, for clean water, woods, and wildlife for parks in 2009, 2010, 2011, and 

2012, when Governor Haslam budgeted the full restoration of these funds; and 

 WHEREAS, the members of the Foundation understand the importance of urgency and 

know that a growing population, coupled with the loss of farmland and forest and the threat of 

damage caused by climate change, make the conservation of our natural wonders more 

important today than at any time in our State’s history; and 

 WHEREAS, for more than fifteen years, the Tennessee Parks and Greenways 

Foundation has, through its herculean efforts, preserved and protected a great number of 

Tennessee’s natural wonders, aided in the protection and cultivation of our flora and fauna, and 



 
 

- 4 - 015706 

forged a pathway to a better future for the State of Tennessee and its residents, and it is wholly 

fitting that the organization be recognized by this body on this august occasion; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we hereby recognize the Tennessee Parks 

and Greenways Foundation on the occasion of its fifteenth anniversary in 2013, extending our 

gratitude for its work in nature conservancy within the State and our best wishes for its every 

future success.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


